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Free Early Registration Drawing 

Pre-register by May 18, 2018 for free drawing 

First Prize 

 

Full Conference Fees 

For 2019 Conference 

Second Prize 
 

Paid 2019 Membership 

IBA board members and others with com-
plimentary fees are not eligible. 

ALCOHOL NOTICE                                       

The City of Tipton has annexed the Tipton Fairgrounds.  This 
means that the Tipton City Police will be patrolling the grounds 
much more often than the Sheriff’s Department has done in the 
past.  As a result it is important that drugs and alcohol not be on 
the grounds at any time.  The Tipton County Fair Board forbids 
Drugs and Alcohol on the grounds. 



 

 

Conference Schedule 

Friday June 1 

 - Setup begins at 9 AM 

 -  Registration begins at 1 PM.  Registration will be in the        
  center of the Demonstration Barn. 

 - Pizza from Pizza Hut will be provided by the IBA during evening demo 

 

Saturday June 2 

 - Breakfast, lunch and coffee/drinks available on the grounds 

 - Registration will begin at 8:00 AM 

 - Demonstrations: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

 - Lunch 12 Noon to 1:30 PM 

      Lunch available on the grounds  

 - Iron-In-The-Hat will be held during lunch. 

 - Demonstrations: 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 

 - Dinner: 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM—Buffet Style 

 - Auction:  6:00 

 - Drawings for early registration following the auction. 

 - Contests start after the drawing. 

Sunday June 3 

 - Breakfast and lunch available on the grounds 

 - Registration will begin at 8:00 AM 

 - Demonstrations: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 - Close and tear down following demonstration 

Highlights 

 - Vendors & tailgate sales Friday through Sunday 

 - Hands on beginners instruction Saturday 

  9 AM - 12 PM, 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

Tailgate Sales  
 No charge, but please contribute to the auction or Iron-In-The-Hat. 

 Those participating in tailgate sales MUST be registered for the  

 conference.  Blacksmithing related items please.  Follow the signs  

 to be sure to set up in the correct areas. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrator - José “Pep” Gomez 

José “Pep” Gómez was born in El Paso, Texas in 1975. He 
first became interested in metal working 27 years ago, 
when he observed an artist casting aluminum at a street 
festival in El Paso. After that he began gravitating towards 
general metal working, including blacksmithing, fabrication, 
welding, and metal sculpture. After having his art shown in 
numerous gallery openings over several years in El Paso, 



 

***SAFETY GLASSES ARE REQUIRED*** 

AT ALL BLACKSMITHING DEMONSTRATIONS 

Pep migrated to Las Cru-
ces, New Mexico in 1997 
in order to obtain a degree 
in Welding Technology 
from Doña Ana Communi-
ty College. While a student 
there, he won two state 
welding championships 
and back-to-back silver 
medals in the Skills USA 
national welding competi-
tion. Following graduation, 
he worked 4 years for 
Lockheed-Martin as Sen-
ior Field Technician, and has since spent 11 years as an 
instructor and now Tenured Associate Professor of Welding 
Technology at the Doña Ana Community College. Gómez 
has been a member of the Southwest Artists Blacksmiths, 
Arizona Artists Blacksmiths, and Borderland Artists Black-
smiths Association for several years. He is an American 

Welding Society 
Certified Welding 
Inspector and Cer-
tified Welding Edu-
cator. He is also 
the owner and op-
erator of “Lost Arts 
Forge and Metal 
Works” where he 
specializes in the 
production of pat-
tern welded steel, 
forging of pattern 
welded blades, re-
storing and rebuild-
ing heavy equip-
ment, and welding 

fabrication and repair of all things metal. His work can be 
seen at:  Lostartsforge@instagram.com  



 

Conference Particulars 

Camping  

 From tents to motor homes with power, $20.00/night/unit. 

 (Fairground’s rules & prices).  Showers available. 

Gallery Exhibition Area 

  We will make available exhibition areas to show items you have 

 made that you wish to keep.  You may retrieve these items at the end of 

 the conference. 

Raffle and Auction 

 Please bring items for the Iron-In-The-Hat raffle and items for 

 the auction.  Your contributions go a long way to supporting the costs of 

 the conference and makes a difference between success and failure. 

 SCROUNGE a little!!!.  Note:  Please keep the items blacksmith related. 

 We reserve the right to refuse any Iron-In-The-Hat items. 

 

Special “Display Only” Contests 

  (Judged but not sold) Your best show and tell items.  Awards. 
 

Contests:  
Done at home project:  A fork and spoon made by a single black-
smith or a pair of blacksmiths.  Fork will be judged on appearance and 
functionality 

Group Project:  We request that each satellite group make a chair 
of their own design.  Individual members are also encouraged to enter a 
project.  All projects will be displayed at the IBA conference and auc-
tioned at the IBA Conference, at makers decision.   

Conference Setup  
 The conference setup will begin Friday morning June 1st.  Your help with 

set up and tear down will be appreciated. 

On Site Food Service 

Breakfast Saturday and Sunday 

Lunch Saturday and Sunday 

Dinner Saturday evening  (advanced ticket purchase) 



 

Beginner’s Class 

The Jean Eichhorn Beginning Blacksmith Class will be in-
structed by Bill Newman and will be assisted by a cast of 
others.  This will take place in 2 sessions on Saturday, a 
morning and an afternoon session lasting 4 hours each.  
Sunday morning session will be added if needed.  Pre-
registration is preferred but not necessary.  Persons who are 
pre-registered will have first priority.  Must be between 6 and 
123 years of age.  Experience not necessary at all.  Safety 
glasses will be required, parental permission for those under 
the age of 18, and must be an IBA member.  There will be 
no charge for this class.  Regardless of level, we will be 
starting with the absolute basics and hopefully this will be 
entertaining as well as informative  

Saturday Only Demonstration 

Bill Conyers:  Little Giant Power  
Hammer Rebuilding 

 

Bill will be discussing details 
of rebuilding a power ham-
mer.   

Demonstration will  
include pouring Bab-
bitt bearings. 

 



 

Demonstrator - Nathan Allen 

 

I started out blacksmith-ing in 8th grade. My desire was to 
make traditional woodworking tools, with my first project 
being forging a drawknife out of a piece of rebar. It was a 
miserable looking thing, but got me hooked on blacksmith-
ing. It also sparked an interest in antique tools and how 
they were produced.  

I attended Southeast Missouri State University, earning a 
degree in Historic Preservation. An internship in the sum-
mer of 1995 lead me to a job in the blacksmith shop at Con-
ner Prairie, starting full-time in 1996. My work at the muse-
um has evolved over the years  and has included working in 

the blacksmith and woodworking 
shops, teaching classes, over-
seeing historic maintenance 
work of the museum’s many log 
and timber frame structures, 
hand hewing and timber framing 
two new shop buildings, mason-
ry work and now my primary re-
sponsibilities include program 
planning and daily operational 
management. I also oversee our 
Historic Trades department 
which includes our potters, 
blacksmiths, woodworkers and 



 

Spouse’s Program - Connie Retter  

Connie Retter returns to lead spouses program. Con-
nie has been making baskets since 1996 and has 
taught several classes at the West Jay Community 
Center, Dunkirk and the John Jay Center for Learning, 
Portland, both located in Jay County, Indiana. 

Every one who takes the class will go home with a 
complete and useful basket. 

Three classes will be available and are limited to 6 
people per class, so that each person gets the person-
al attention they need. Saturday, AM & PM classes 
and Sunday, AM class only. 

Please specify your first and second choice for classes 
with registration. Classes will be filled as registrations 
are received. 

textile specialists.  

I’ve had an opportunity to 
work with and learn from 
several talented smiths in-
cluding but not limited to 
Steve Miller, Mel-vin Lytton, 
Hershel House, Peter Ross, 
Jim Slining, Tom Latane’ 
and Nathan Robinson.  

My demonstration will concentrate on hand-forging simple 
tools and projects based on 18th and 19th century exam-
ples that may be of 
interest to the begin-
ning and intermedi-
ate smith. I general-
ly don’t use a lot of 
tooling, so the work 
will be simple and 
will incorporate forge 
welding wherever 
possible. 



 

Gallery of Work 

The gallery of display items 
is a crowd favorite.  Be sure 
to bring some items to dis-
play. 

Auction Open to the Public 

 

Please support IBA’s auction and raffle with 
your items. 

Your support is very much appreciated 

Auction items bringing over$100 are eligible 
for 50/50 split with the item donor 

 

Auctioneer 

Alvin Cave                                           Pendleton, IN 

Special Pre-Conference Classes  

Forge Welding &Tong Making 

Nathan Allen — Instructor 

Location:  Conner Prairie 
May 30 Forge Welding, Cost $115 
May 31 Making Tongs, cost $125   

To Register:  Contact Conner Prairie Guest 
 Services Department at 317-776-6000  



 

Location 

South of downtown Tipton, IN 

On the West side of highway IN 19 at the Tipton 

County 4-H Fairgrounds across from the Tipton 

High School 

Information or questions contact:   James “JJ” 
Johnston, Conference Chairman, (765-452-8165) 
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